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' By Irene Segc :
Contributing Reporterq o e
DUXBURY'> whet Mary Beth Phlppard looked for al’.
*- house closer to her hiisband’s Hanover office three years .
- "ago, she checked out-many South Shore communities be- - B
fore settling ofi a new three-bedroom colontal here. She’s | H
. glad she made the move from Sudbury - for the house, for .
the schools, for the beach, but most of all for the fact that,
like her, the people next door have two small chﬂdren and a:
cocker spanlel. .77y A A
*This Is the ftrst time we ever bought wlth young people;;
on bothsides like we always said we'd do. We always sald
we were going to find a house with kids-next door,’, says"
Phippard, 31. *"Where we lived in Sudbury was’an estabr 3
lished neighborhood. Most people within walking dxslancc'
were older couples whose children were in college.” . .
. The Duxbury of Phippard's dreams, the suburb by the
-. sea where young families go to raise their children, Is some~ -
* thing of an anomaly. Close enough to Boston to be consld--
ered part of the metropolitan area In both the 1970 and
1980 censuses, its growth has lagged behind suburbs to the.
. north whosespurts subsxded by the, 705 In that Duxbu
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. more closely resem-

bla the expandlng communities o @

Plymouth County and Cape Cod. -
% Duxbury’ is:oné of the few sub-~

. the '70s. What;makes it stand out, .
- though is the‘increase in the num-

- ber;of peo
. urban. Boston.,only Boxborough, a..

. far’ -westerit communlty added. to..

"~ "the metropolitanarea for the 1980°
 ‘count, - approached: Duxbury’s 40.
“percent growth ratein the number -

 of children. But in-Plymouth, two... mra Cathollcs: Marfanne Hanlgan'

towns to Duxbury s south, the
- number of youngster‘g’zalmost dou-
bled: - - ). ]
What Duxbury is an ex-]
panslve. town- beac 3 tranquu
. streets-punctuat, w&th..remnants
of centuries past, 2 a‘reputation for
good “schools, and’.pr cicr‘ homes
than nearby,_commun[ﬁaﬁ It's..a-
" place; says Duxbury Clipper editor

%
d-".

"\ urbs that grew. ' appreciably during;.,:;‘:l:tsg p%aa.'ggi:cse;hto&lo nf%% I

ple_ under age 18. In sub-"

;
b %
x¥Today,

. Ren a.nd Shelley Beeby d their- daughter pose with, t.he famﬂy dog
in t.heirhomt; on Duxbury s.Tinkertown iane. GLOBE PHOTO BY'RI
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“closed schools in the 1970s, Dux-
" .bury opened.a.n¢w elementary

school in 1973 and built addmon?é
n-¥

%to its. highi’school, middle sch

~in. 1970-71 to -3240 in - 1980-81,.

with the bulk of the growth coming, *

_in the early part of the decade. The.
-school population has. started'.to.

x dip, but Supt. Seldon: Whitaker exagf’
-pects ‘the number of” klndergar— 8

77. remembers: when Mass. vas/

sald summers only byd‘prlat who? »- B

" traveled from Kingston "It attracts
‘ed people},who wotked :fgr th
‘_wdcr Polnt,‘.I sh_

tﬁ"e'iiél}“ﬁamuy’ pily Church
that' Hanlganland ‘her friends
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- Family'pet greets Mary,Beth Phip
side. Duxbury, home! ca.oeemotoanaaouu
oA ,;,.\,,gu*‘- Lﬁv__‘ :
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L4 aamtintied theoughout the: 708

' ference, ther; It ‘was- relatively”

L after a: handful ‘of Pllgrims from 1e e 1
{74 neaiby PlymoutH spent their first comprise 54 percerif,of: the voting,,

o . %4 percent increase over-1970. 1%
i) A About-35 milessouth of-down

by moved from St. Louis when buiit in nelghboring Kingston. -

" Duxbiry. residents also. include munity

"+ ¢ Johm: Cutler;.¥for; people: who can. ralsed al ey

o - te Hve. el R at.bridge parties.is the larg- ~
. choose to live.whereVer they Vest. in town. 1ts- 5000 “rmembers,

T owantr T d oy T etly

© ¢+, The Duxbury: difference~

éﬁt"*g; says Rev. Brian Kiely, are;_.f'xgg_stly e
. less through much of the '70s than execut!ve management fypes.;¢ -
4t does today. “Where now it might " - @ Democrats.: In.decades. past, °
* be tens of thousands of dollars difrsays Clipper: editors Cutler, Y my:’
. * God. if you sald. you.were a Demo-~
- small,” ‘'says’ local."developer* Ed-* crat you'd be a marked man,” To-
. ward Keating, citing the escalating * ‘day’s 1248 Democrats account for
" inflation of housing prices at the " 18 percent of Duxbury's registered

" end of the decade. A typlcal house - voters. I 1970, 10" percent of the’

% now césts about/$125,000. o M ra . yoters registered: Democratic. and .

y ¢ Today, more than-350: years two decades ago just 4'péreent were’
£ , Democrats.:The 3763 independents .

’sumimer hereiDuixbury has 12,526 rolls, up from40 pe;f:'eqt in 1970.3%
,people, up 64 pércent from 7636 1n. . <@ Zoning. Town officials boast ™
1970: The ‘numberof ¢hildrenc, of their efforts to control growth '

& through zoning. One-acre lots came
. A “in.the 1950s, and in 1973 Duxbury
d ‘still:taking: " pecame one: of the first’communt;

2

o
rader

"/ Zup almost one quarter of the town's” "tles {n the ‘commonwealth to-adopt’

‘:.<=Z'25-_"§;sguare" miles:.it's est_h't_xa’ted_-.‘};y;‘.euand iprotection zoning’and'to:’
“Fthere's room for.the present:popuiiajlow, cluster ‘development.: Town-.

& 65"*fensive, "lelps.our tax situatlon;3¢

3 "gx',la’tipn to doubles:The- towi:had " house developmént, though not ex- -

*'4155 hovsing units. in*1980;:

%% says’ Planning -Board ‘Chairmant;
¥y . . n-- Phillip, Waler." - ‘people withi :chil-i-
“town Boston; the twisting Duxbury: *dren. ot educate are less. likely; to
, shore, meets. the; quiet"watérs ;of miove to jtownhouses™than single %
9 Duxbury, and’ Kingston ‘Bays, "as': famﬂfhoﬂiwé%’égwiv&; e
“well ag the breakers of theopenvAt= 1% There ase some complaints here -
7. lantic at: Puxbury’; Beach’; Inland . about- life”in~an- affluent. suburb.
~>roads skirt rivers, marshes, ‘ponds. -High. school- assistant’principal
| %and eranberry bogs.” v 7" wr.E 3Y John Plerce. worries about teenage ..
2 Historichouses stillstand in the:Ydrinking. Local businessman Rich-s
~;- eastern part of town = federal Style “ard :Cotton, an ;18-yéar resident.;,
> homes of shipbutlders flank:Wash-2 would like to see-some light tndus-q:
‘X ington street: winterized villas line-"tryto felleve iomeowners who now:
 Powder: Point’ where: thef wealthy::besir 90 percént-of the:tax burden..:
 once'summered; gray-shingled Salt:.. Former selectwoman Ruth. Rowley
. boxes;somie dating to the 18th ¢en-.-ays the town could use more divers’
T turyare'scattered throughout the ity of ‘people. Jean-and John Pow-_"
;- oldery sections-Newer: homes, 'most::ers, here sincef1970." have had ¥
'-ofithem¥in. the’ western zpart “of- enough’ of the .quiet . life i.angéraljgj{

‘town; oftén mimic-the traditional ‘moving to the city. . Y P

. " styles of the old houses.~“3r5 15 - *Butythere'salso a1 wariness '

WMy first feeling here:'> 38YS " about any-‘growth that threatens
.- nine'year; resident . Shelley. Beeby,. what people call the “character” of

X
- )

- ofas that it*was like driving’ the-town.-A. 7-year-old, colonial

- - through. 4 history-book or across.a... style collection of shops and profes--

-, poteard:¥ o - iiid #%-74% ~sional offices ‘bullt in' one of the
4 "4iThe .newcomers,, most of them™ town's two small commercial areas

.+ professionals; are just as likely to -is pointed to with pride. But about
¢~ have moved from out of state as’ three years aga, a proposal toputa .
{+ from other Massachusetts towns, shopping center in another sectlon -/
b
i

-

says Clipper editor Cutler: While was de eated in-town meetipg.
 Phippard came from Sudbury. 'Kir’lgsbury'?Pla'z'a’was'eventually ’
4

 her husband, now vice president of . - Growth shows up in less visible.

Ccean Spray, got a job with the ways than the: ‘newi.houses and’

_ Plymouth company. . . st e, school enrollment: figures. A com-

Sy ] also. | whose politics once consist-

", many who grew up summering ined of backroom 'intrigues at the

. town -and- later moved here-year .Snug Harbor Fish Market, nick-

C‘round. A third,”smaller-group ..named “Clammany. Hall,"" has con-

. trace thelr Duxbury ancestry to the “sidered bringing on a professional

. erazof ships and before. The result town manager. A town that had

" 18 4 town whose per capita income- 195 thefts in 1970 had 512 1n.1980.
- 1ri'1977. the latest year for.which©  "Fo¢ wililam- Hanigan: -45.
" figures.are. avatlable, was $7413: there's something special about the

r3

compared with a statewide average. “pyybury style. Hanigan, the father.

. O85826% Friiadys Vel of three children, grew Up.In West
7' The-transformation from coast, Roxbury.but spent summers:in.
.;."ap;gsg_gb;;o:gjﬂqeq;"subbrb began’ Duxbury..the town of his-parents’,
. inithe 19608 after; the opening.of* youth.;Shortly-after he married 17"
. the!Squth V%Exljr‘esswa)nfan%:iygarsLlagq.;ﬂanlgaq;é:rweﬁ"m‘m.th?

‘i teichér-bought a:house heres 2. 2%




